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http://www.goldenstatenewspapers.com/tracy_press/news/roundabout-lane-
change/article_7bfa247c-8b9b-11e8-b027-cfe3cdc1b607.html

Roundabout lane change

Press staff report Jul 20, 2018

Drivers navigate the modified 11th Street roundabout, as seen in an aerial picture taken Monday. Striping 1
parts of a lane can be seen next to both directions of 11th Street.

Courtesy of San Joaquin County Public Works

One lane of the 11th Street roundabout at the intersection of Grant Line and

Kasson roads has been removed in an effort to make it less confusing.



AN VLML U WY BMNAAY Wilneilpmw [ A AN A AWML 4 YW TTAS AN LALLM ALY TV M WA MW AL PRV AP V)
oY | J o | whad (=4

Mike Selling, deputy director of San Joaquin County Public Works, said the
county has been working to help drivers safely navigate the 160-foot-diameter
roundabout that replaced a four-way stop at the intersection in late 2012.

“When that roundabout was designed and constructed, there wasn’t the vast
amount of warehousing and activity to the west,” Selling said, citing the
Amazon fulfillment center on Chrisman Road and other businesses in the city’s

Northeast Industrial Area that have increased truck and commuter traffic.
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The roundabout was originally designed as what Selling called a two-by-two —
two lanes around the circle with two lanes of traffic entering from each

direction of 11th Street, Grant Line and Kasson roads.

Records provided by the county public works department, which maintains the
roads outside city limits, show that there were 98 reported accidents that
caused property damage and 14 that caused injuries between January 2013 and
June 23 of this year.

“Looking at that, we were getting a fairly frequent number of fender benders —
low-speed accidents, no injuries, mostly just property damage,” Selling said.
“But it seemed a lot of it was occurring due to either driver confusion kind of

thing or folks try to pass each other inside the roundabout.”
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Trucks could enter both lanes of the roundabout, and as they made a turn, other

drivers would often try to cut around them, causing accidents.

The solution, he said, was to change the roundabout to what he called a two-by-
one layout. Two lanes of traffic still enter from 11th Street, but drivers
approaching from Grant Line or Kasson can only enter from one lane. The

roundabout was restriped in late June, and new signs reflect the change.

“By reducing it to one lane, then you don’t get anybody try to cut around,”
Selling said, “and then for 11th Street traffic, when they look to their left they
are only needing to be concerned with — anybody coming has to come in that

one lane, so they essentially have the outside lane free to enter the roundabout.

One concern was that removing a lane might hinder the flow of traffic, but

Selling said the impact was “very minimal.”

Another roundabout is coming to the Tracy area soon on a trial basis. Within
four to six weeks, the county public works department will put in a temporary
roundabout at West Grant Line and Byron roads, northwest of the city. Workers
will pave some areas of the intersection, place barriers to shape the roundabout

and add new lane markings.

“If people don’t like it or it doesn’t work, then we can put the stop signs back

in,” Selling said.

Drivers can expect to see more roundabouts popping up around the county, and

Selling hopes people will see the benefits.
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“They improve safety because they slow the traffic down,” he said. “If you do
have somebody either get confused or not paying attention, it’s a much lower
speed accident if it occurs and chances are it is minor injuries if at all — mostly
more vehicle damage — versus someone trying to run a red light at 40-50 miles
an hour and someone dies or is severely injured.”

Selling said he understood that some drivers disliked roundabouts but urged

them to “keep an open mind.”

“Roundabouts really do improve the safety because they force traffic to slow
down, but the beauty of them is, unlike a stop sign or a stoplight where you will
have two directions of traffic moving, with a roundabout when it’s done right

you can have all four directions moving, so it ends up being faster,” he said.

Click here for the county public works department website with videos, tips and
other information for drivers who use roundabouts.

Contact Glenn Moore at gmoore@tracypress.com or 830-4252.

Accidents at the 11th Street roundabout

The following statistics were provided by San Joaquin County Public Works for the
roundabout on 11th Street at Kasson and Grant Line roads.

*+ 2013 — 12 accidents with property damage, no injuries

* 2014 — 14 accidents with property damage, 2 people injured
* 2015 — 24 accidents with property damage, 2 people injured
+ 2016 — 11 accidents with property damage, 1 person injured
* 2017 — 25 accidents with property damage, 5 people injured

* Jan. 1-June 23, 2018— 12 accidents with property damage, 4 people injured
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